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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
U.S. to host 2012 International Chemistry Olympiad
Dow pledges $2.5 million in collaboration with American Chemical Society
WASHINGTON and MIDLAND, Mich., Sept. 20, 2011 – For only the second time in its 44‐year history, the
International Chemistry Olympiad (IChO) will be hosted in the U.S. from July 21‐30, 2012. IChO provides
chemistry students the opportunity to compete at the highest levels and establish networks that go
beyond cultures and borders. As part of its ongoing commitment to science, technology, engineering
and math (STEM) education, The Dow Chemical Company (NYSE: Dow) is investing $2.5 million to bring
the IChO to the U.S. for the first time since 1992. The American Chemical Society (ACS), a not‐for‐profit
organization chartered by the U.S. Congress and the world's largest scientific society, will be the event
host.
“As a global company with operations in more than 40 participating nations, Dow sees the International
Chemistry Olympiad as a prime opportunity to help inspire the next generation of scientists,” said
Andrew Liveris, Dow Chairman and CEO. “With more than 95 percent of all manufactured products
requiring some level of chemistry, highly educated and inspired scientists will help ensure a sustainable
future for our company, our planet and our communities.”
More than 70 nations will send teams of four students for the ten‐day event of exams, laboratory work
and scientific and cultural excursions based at the University of Maryland, College Park, outside
Washington, D.C. Competition will cover several areas of chemistry, including: analytical chemistry,
biochemistry, inorganic chemistry, organic chemistry, physical chemistry and spectroscopy. Qualifying
student teams are typically chosen through a series of regional and national Olympiads.
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Dow’s sponsorship of the IChO is part of the Company’s participation in the 2011 International Year of
Chemistry (IYC). As a global partner of IYC, Dow is leveraging its science and technology expertise,
sustainability focus and global network to increase public appreciation of chemistry, encourage interest
in chemistry among young people and generate enthusiasm for the creative future of the science.

“ACS and Dow are committed to developing the next generation of chemists and chemical engineers,”
said ACS President Nancy B. Jackson, Ph.D. “Through the generosity of Dow, we have the opportunity to
raise public appreciation for the essential role of chemistry in our lives as well as for the future
innovators who will use chemistry to discover solutions to our world’s most pressing challenges.”
Developing international relationships and encouraging international cooperation and understanding is
a key goal of the IChO. Participants have the opportunity to establish friendships and networks between
like‐minded people that cut across cultures and countries.
“As President of the 44th IChO, I am immensely thankful to Dow for this wonderful support, and I know
that the teams coming from around the world will be equally thankful,” said Dr. Ahmed Zewail. “The
IChO is uniquely positioned for celebrating the beauty and cornucopia of chemistry with the world’s best
young minds. By intellectually bonding with fellow students from all over the world, they form networks
for the future.” Dr. Zewail, the 1999 Nobel Laureate in chemistry, is the Linus Pauling Professor of
Chemistry at California Institute of Technology.
For more information about the International Chemistry Olympiad, visit www.icho2012.org.
For more information on ACS, visit www.acs.org.
For more information on Dow’s participation in the 2011 International Year of Chemistry, visit
www.dow.com/iyc.
About The Dow Chemical Company
Dow (NYSE: DOW) combines the power of science and technology with the "Human Element" to
passionately innovate what is essential to human progress. The Company connects chemistry and
innovation with the principles of sustainability to help address many of the world's most challenging
problems such as the need for clean water, renewable energy generation and conservation, and
increasing agricultural productivity. Dow's diversified industry‐leading portfolio of specialty chemical,
advanced materials, agrosciences and plastics businesses delivers a broad range of technology‐based
products and solutions to customers in approximately 160 countries and in high growth sectors such as
electronics, water, energy, coatings and agriculture. In 2010, Dow had annual sales of $53.7 billion and
employed approximately 50,000 people worldwide. The Company's more than 5,000 products are
manufactured at 188 sites in 35 countries across the globe. References to "Dow" or the "Company"
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mean The Dow Chemical Company and its consolidated subsidiaries unless otherwise expressly noted.
More information about Dow can be found at www.dow.com.
About the American Chemical Society
The American Chemical Society is a not‐for‐profit organization chartered by the U.S. Congress. With
more than 163,000 members, ACS is the world’s largest scientific society and a global leader in providing
access to chemistry‐related research through its multiple databases, peer‐reviewed journals and
scientific conferences. Its main offices are in Washington, D.C., and Columbus, Ohio.


Twittercue: @DowChemical commits $2.5 million to bring 2012 Intl Chemistry Olympiad to U.S.
@ACSpressroom #IChO #STEM #IYC2011



Twittercue: U.S. hosts Intl Chem Olympiad for 2nd time in 44‐year event history supported by
@dowchemical grant and @ACSpressroom #IChO #STEM #IYC2011
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----- Original Message ----From: Cecilia Hernandez
Cc: Cecilia Hernandez ; Mary Kirchhoff ; Bryan Balazs
Sent: Wednesday, September 21, 2011 7:26 AM
Subject: 44th IChO 2012 - Dow Sponsor

Greeting from the USA!
The official press release announcing Dow Chemical Company as the 44th IChO 2012 sole corporate
sponsor is attached. Please feel free to share this announcement with any organizations and news
media outlets that you feel would be interested.
We appreciate your assistance.
Sincerely,
Cecilia Cecilia Hernandez
44th IChO 2012 Organizer Committee www.icho2012.org
Assistant Director Endowed Programs, Education Division
1155 16th St., NW | Washington | DC 20036
T 202-872-6169 | F 202-833-7732 | 800-227-5558
www.acs.org

ACS Chemistry for Life
American Chemical Society
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